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National Black Data Processing Associates was founded in 1975 in Philadelphia, Pennsylvania. The Richmond, Virginia chapter was chartered in 1991. BDPA has 45 chapters across the country. Richmond, with 130 members, is the 4th largest chapter.

The Richmond Chapter was the first to establish college chapters with chapters at Virginia Commonwealth University and Virginia State University. 

The Richmond Chapter was the first to begin information technology training with 8th graders in 10 Richmond middle schools.

BDPA members are actively involved in community service. BDPA-Richmond operates three community service projects and award college five scholarships to local high school students annually.

Major Activities and Accomplishments

In February of each year, we kick off two of our signature community service and youth programs, the Middle School Computer Terminology Quiz Bowl training program, the High School Computer training program. The third, our adult Computer Literacy program is a year round project.

High School Computer Competition (HSCC)

Our High School Computer training program includes students in grades
8 - 11 and culminate with an annual computer project development and presentation competition at the National BDPA Conference. BDPA-Richmond volunteer instructors begin teaching the following skills to 40 high school students in March of each year:

· Programming 

· Systems Development 

· Teaming Skills

· Web Development, MS Access & Java Script Programming Language
· Presentation 

A team of 5 members is selected from the group to compete annually in the competition. Our training occurs every Saturday morning from 9am till 1pm. The last two years training has been conducted at the J. Sargeant Reynolds Community College’s downtown Richmond campus. 
In prior years, training has been conducted at Anthem Blue Cross and Blue Shield, Philip Morris, USA, Garfield Childs Memorial Fund and ACPI-Associated Computer Professionals Inc.

In addition to our 5 member competition team, the Richmond chapter took thirty additional students to Orlando, FL where they participated in the BDPA Youth Conference. The 2003 Conference and HSCC will be held at The Marriott Hotel in Philadelphia, PA. Plans are to take forty students this year.
Middle School Terminology Training

The Richmond Chapter was the first chapter in the nation to develop and

implement a program directed at providing I.T. terminology training for

Richmond area middle schools. BDPA members volunteer to train students one day each week, beginning in March. After weeks of training, a competition, similar to the College Bowl or Battle of the Brains, is held between all the schools who participate in the training program. The 'finals' competition is held at our Annual Banquet on the first Sunday of June, each year. In either desktop or laptop Computers are awarded to the winning team. Students who complete this program are more prepared to participate in our HSCC program. 

Adult Computer Literacy

BDPA-Richmond has worked with local churches and recreation centers providing computer training to adults who desire basic computer knowledge. We are currently working with Hickory Hill Recreation Center.  This project has been active for five years.

Monthly Meetings

BDPA monthly General Membership meetings are an avenue for our members, guest and presenters to network. Invited guest conduct presentations and workshops in order to educate our members on community and technology related subjects. These meetings are held the second Thursday of each month at 6:30pm in the Piedmont Room on the 4th Floor, at SunTrust Bank, downtown on the corner of 10th and Main Streets. 

